U.S. Officials See 
Signs of Progress 
In Stopping Drugs 

By DANA ADAMS SCHMIDT 

Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 15— In 
a document accompanying the 
State Department’s drug sur-i 
vey, the Nixon Administration; 
said today - that despite pes-i 
simistic forecasts it was mak-' 
I ing substantial progress toward 
i blocking the flow of heroin 
from abroad, toward enforcing 
domestic drug laws, and toward 
treating the victims of drug 
abuse. 

The progress achieved in cut- 
ting off supplies is reflected, 
the document said, by sharply 
increased heroin prices in the 
eastern United States. In Bos- 
ton, for instance, the cost of 
one gram of heroin jumped 
from $418 to $785 in the last 
12 months, while in Baltimore, 
the price of a bag of heroin — 
a single dose — rose from $10 
to $15, the document said. 

Progress May be Temporary 

The document noted, how- 
ever, that the “heroin drought” 
might be temporary because 
“some of the heroin which for- 
merly supplied our troops in 


Vietnam is now being directed 
:owards addicts in this country.” 

The achievements of law-en- 
'orcement authorities in com- 
bating drugs were summarized 
as follows: 

^Domestic seizures of heroin 
by the Bureau of Narcotics and 
Dangerous Drugs and by United, 
States Customs increased from) 
1,161 pounds in the fiscal year 
ended in June, 1971, to 1,626 
pounds in the fiscal year that 
ended in June, 1972. The bureau 
estimates American heroin use 
at 12,000 to 20,000 pounds an- 
nually. 

^Arrests by the Federal drug! 
agency and by Customs rose 
from 12,947 in- 1971 to 16,144 
in this last fiscal year. ■ 

<IThe office for Drug Abuse 
Law Enforcement, which is 
aimed at street-level pushers, 
has established task forces in 
34 cities since Jan. 28. Agents 
made more than 1,000 arrests 
and identified about 3,000 push- 
ers. » - 

9 The Internal Revenue Serv- 
ice went after top narcotics 
wholesalers through income- 
tax investigations. In the first 
year of its special drive against 
the big operators, who usually 
keep in the background, the 
Federal taxmen seized $9.9-mil- 
lion in currency and property. 

In Vietnam, the document 
noted, drug abuse— which in 
1971 ran as high as .5 or 6 per 
cent, in some units— had de- 
clined to 1.8 per cent, accord- 
ing to urinalysis tests as of 
July 1, 1972. 


